
 A Leap Of Faith  
Connecting with Very Reverend Wendy Scott 

 
Once upon a time, the now Very Reverend Wendy Scott, Dean of the Waikato Cathedral Church of St 
Peter and Vicar General was just plain old Wendy Scott. 
 
The story of Dean Wendy’s faith journey teaches us it is never too late for anyone to embrace Jesus – 
and that great things can happen when we have the courage to listen and look for God. 
 
Dean Wendy’s childhood was spent 
surrounded by whānau on her family Marae 
in Takahiwai– a small community near 
Marsden Point. In the 1970s, like many 
families (especially rural Maori ones) the 
prospect of better education and 
employment opportunities drew her parents 
to the big smoke of Auckland.    
 
Young Wendy found the move tough. She 
missed the support of her wider whānau 
and the simple, carefree lifestyle she was 
used to on the Marae. This feeling of being 
disconnected would resurface years later 
and, while difficult, would ultimately lead 
her to Jesus – more on that later. 
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Her parents’ hopes for a bright future were realised as Wendy trained as a nurse and thrived in the 
high-pressure environment – being drawn to working in trauma and acute nursing and quickly showing 
a natural aptitude for leadership.  
 
“I realised that our health system changed often, at the whim of politicians and bureaucrats. To survive 
and thrive you needed to be willing to see change as a positive force. I learnt to look for potential – 
how could doing things a different way result in me being able to deliver better health care, especially 
for those suffering the most?” she says.  
 
 “It’s a mode of thinking I still use today. How can I make the most of this situation? How can I use my 
gifts optimally? How can I adapt in order to best help people?” 
 
Fast forward several years and Wendy was married to Graeme Munford and the mum of two young 
children living in a small rural town. 
 
“Our children were baptised in the local church but it’s fair to say at that stage neither myself nor 
Graeme were particularly religious. Our relationship with God grew from the kindness of some 
amazing parishioners. There were several women from the local Anglican St Mary’s Church who would 
stop me when I was out with the kids, invite us over for a cuppa or a meal, turn up and fold my 
washing! I went from feeling isolated and friendless to feeling like a loved part of a special community.” 
 
“One of them asked us if we’d like to watch a video about Jesus so one day we sat down on the couch, 
not knowing that our lives were about to change. We watched the video and it ended with a simple 
question: Do you want to devote your life to Jesus?” 
 
“We looked at each other and said, ‘Do you?’. I thought ‘why not? What have I got to lose?’ – only my 
whole life it turns out!” Wendy says with a happy laugh. “We just went from there.” 



 
Looking back, there’s a strong sense of inevitability surrounding Wendy’s faith journey, but at the time, 
things just unfolded naturally. 
 
Wendy and Graeme went out and bought a Bible. A week later they were asked to host what would be 
the first of many Bible study sessions in their home. They started going to church with their young 
children. There was no Sunday School at the time, so Wendy stepped up and into her first lay ministry 
role.  
 
For Wendy life went on and was all the 
richer for being part of the Anglican 
community. Then one day, a car accident 
nearly ended it. 
 
“God was there that day,” Wendy says. “As 
I recovered, I realised I had been given a 
second chance.” 
 
After a lot of reflection and discernment 
Wendy and Graeme decided to – quite 
literally – take a leap of faith. They gave up 
their jobs, sold their home and – for the 
second time in her life – hopes of a better 
life drew Wendy back to Auckland. This 
time to St John’s College where she spent 
a year studying and training while Graeme 
looked after the children and supported her. 
 
The next part of Wendy’s story is one we all 
know. Just as she had in nursing, Wendy 
thrived as a leader within the Church. After 
ordination she served as curate of St 
Mary’s Levin, then Rural Dean for Northern 
Wairarapa and Vicar of Pahiatua, and 
Priest in charge of Pahiatua and 
Eketahuna, Then on to helping Bishop’s 
Justin and Eleanor (the dynamic duo as 
she calls them!) lead into change across 
the Wellington Diocese.  
 
She went to serve as Rural Dean for the 
Parish of the Oroua (an eight-church, multi-



community and geographically diverse parish) and Archdeacon of Manawatu. From 2013 to her 
commissioning as Dean of St Peter’s in 2019 she supported parishes around the lower North Island as 
Wellington’s Archdeacon for Ministry Development.  
 
Then Wendy sensed God calling her and her family to move once again, this time to work alongside 
Archbishop Philp Richardson in this diocese to “simply offer what skills I have to help build God’s 
kingdom”. 
 
“I’m here because I believe I have something to offer this Diocese. We are all asked to do what we 
can, and for me that is looking after people and helping to make disciples – just like those women did 
all those years ago when they showed simple kindness to a friendless new mum.” 
 


